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An Act to amend the Forest Act and to repeal various 
legislative provisions

[Assented to 13 December 1993]

THE PARLIAMENT OF QUÉBEC ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:

c. F-4.i ,  1 . Section 4 o f th e  F o rest A ct (R .S .Q ., chapter F -4 .1 ) is
s. 4, am. am ended by adding, at th e end, th e w ords “, w ith  th e exception  o f  

a sugar bush m anagem ent perm it for acericultural purposes, which  
m ay be granted  for a period o f five years”.

c. F-4.1 , 2 . Section 9 o f th e said A ct, am ended by section 586 of chapter
s. 9, am. 5 7  0f  the sta tu tes of 1992, is again am ended

(1 ) by  replacing th e w ords “harvested  on forest land” in the third  
line of th e first paragraph by th e w ords “, even  before it is harvested  
on forest land,” ;

(2 ) by replacing the second and third paragraphs by th e following  
paragraphs :

Effect and “The hypothec shall take effect at the tim e th e tim ber is delivered
rank to th e destination indicated in th e perm it, and it shall rank from the  

tim e it is entered  in the reg ister  o f personal and m ovable real rights.

Presumption F or th e purposes o f th e publication o f righ ts, th e reference to the
num ber o f th e common area m entioned in the forest m anagem ent 
perm it is deem ed to  be a sufficient description o f the encum bered  
property; th e issu e o f a forest m anagem ent perm it to  th e sam e 
agreem ent holder in resp ect of th e sam e common area during each of 
the years follow ing the year o f issu e o f the first forest m anagem ent 
perm it is a continuance of the first perm it, and th e perm it so issued  
each year is  deem ed to have ex isted  continuously from th e date of 
issue of the first p erm it.”
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c. F-4.i, 3. Section 10 o f th e said A ct is am ended by inserting  the words
s. io, am. «or com m ercial” after the word “dom estic” in paragraph 1 .

c. f -4. i , 4. The said A ct is am ended by  inserting, a fter section 11.1, the
Idded’ follow ing section:

Forest “11.2 The M inister m ay issu e a forest m anagem ent perm it for
permrtement the harvest o f firewood for com m ercial purposes to ev ery  person who 

applies therefor in w riting and operates an en terprise th e activ ities  
of which include th e preparation and sale o f firewood for commercial 
purposes.

Authorized The perm it authorizes its  holder to harvest, in th e contem plated  
speciesand territorial unit, th e volum e and species o f tim ber determ ined by the  

M inister.

Conditions The perm it shall be issued  by  th e M inister if  forest production  
of issue is sufficient and so far as salvage o f slash and cull prom otes th e grow th  

of stands in a particular forest area.

Prior W here th e perm it authorizes harvestin g  in a  forest m anagem ent
consultation unj{- C0Vered by  a tim ber supply and forest m anagem ent agreem ent, 

th e M inister m ust beforehand have consulted th e agreem ent holder  
concerned.

Conditions W here applicable, th e perm it shall indicate any condition the  
M inister m ay prescribe.”

c. F-4-1, 5. Section  16.2 o f th e  said A ct is  am ended
s. 16.2, am.

(1) by  replacing subparagraph 3 o f th e  first paragraph by  th e  
follow ing subparagraph:

“(3) he has operated his sugar bush at an average o f 50 % or m ore 
o f its  tapping capacity during th e  last five years or, in th e case o f  
renew al o f a first perm it, during th e  last four y ea rs.” ;

(2 ) by  strik ing  out th e  second paragraph.

c. F-4.i, 6 .  The said A ct is  am ended by  inserting , a fter section  17.2, the
addeif’ follow ing section:

Revocation “17.3 The M inister m ay revoke a sugar bush m anagem ent 
perm it

( 1 ) if  th e holder has failed to  pay th e exig ib le dues;
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Prior notice

c. F-4.1, 
Title I, 
Chap. II, 
Div. I l l  
heading, 
replaced

c. F-4.1, 
ss. 25.1- 
25.4, added

Order

Effective
date

Injunction

Standards

(2 ) if  th e holder has not subm itted a report o f his activ ities to  the  
M inister;

(3) if  th e holder has failed to  com ply w ith  th e regulatory  
provisions applicable to  his forest m anagem ent activ ities or w ith  the  
prescriptions o f his perm it;

(4) if  th e  holder has not cultivated and operated th e sugar bush  
for at least th ree consecutive years.

In th e cases described in subparagraphs 1 and 2 o f th e  first 
paragraph, th e M inister m ust g ive  the perm it holder in default a prior 
notice sta tin g  his intention to  term inate th e perm it un less th e  holder 
rem edies his default before the expiry of th e tim e indicated in the  
n otice .”

7 .  The heading o f D ivision III of Chapter II of T itle  I o f  th e said 
A ct is replaced by the following heading:

“ f o r e s t  c o n s e r v a t io n ” .

8. The said A ct is am ended by inserting , after section  25, the  
following sections :

“25.1 The M inister m ay m ake an order if  he observes th at th e  
holder o f a forest m anagem ent perm it fails to  com ply w ith  the  
conditions se t  out in th e perm it or w ith  th e  standards o f forest 
m anagem ent prescribed under th is A ct. The order shall require the  
offender, for th e period and on the conditions established by the 
M inister, to  suspend th e carrying out o f th e  forest m anagem ent 
activ ity  or, as th e case m ay be, to  subm it to  th e conditions se t  out in 
th e perm it or to  th e legal or regulatory provisions in force.

The order m ust g ive  reasons and shall take effect on th e  date on 
which it  is  served.

W here th e person to  whom  th e  order applies refu ses or n eg lects  
to  com ply w ith  it, th e  M inister, in addition to  any other recourse, m ay  
apply to  th e Superior Court for an injunction ordering th e  person to  
com ply w ith th e order.

“25.2 The M inister m ay, exceptionally  and after consulting the  
departm ents concerned, prescribe, for a particular territorial unit, 
standards of forest m anagem ent that differ from those fixed by  
regulation w here th e la tter do not provide adequate protection o f all 
the resources in that unit due to  th e characteristics of th e forest in 
that unit and th e nature o f th e project to be carried out.
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Standards “25.3 The M inister, w hen  approving th e five-year plan or th e  
general plan, and a fter  th e consultation prescribed under section  58.2, 
m ay authorize th e agreem ent holder to  apply, in a particular 
territorial unit, standards o f forest m anagem ent th at differ from those  
fixed by  regulation w h ere so justified  by  th e  characteristics o f th e  
forest in th at unit and th e  nature o f th e  project to  be carried out.

Prior Such standards m ust be th e  subject o f prior consultation w ith  th e
consultation departm ents concerned.

Exception “25.4 The provisions o f sections 25.1 to  25.3  do not apply to  th e  
wildlife habitats referred  to  in C hapter IV . 1 o f th e A ct resp ectin g  the  
conservation and developm ent o f w ildlife (R .S .Q ., chapter C -61.1).”

c. F-4.1, 9 .  Section  26 o f th e  said A ct is replaced by th e follow ing section  :
s. 26,

replaced “2 6 .  The holder o f a forest m anagem ent perm it who harvests  
ca mg tim ber shall scale it  according to  th e scaling standards prescribed by  

regulation o f th e  G overnm ent. T he scaling m ethod se lected  m ust first 
be approved b y  th e  M inister.”

c. F-4.1 , 10. Section  46.1 o f th e  said A ct is  am ended by  adding, at the
s. 46.i, am. end; the following paragraph:

Exception “The third paragraph does not apply to  agreem ent holders who  
hold an operating perm it for a wood processing plant w ith  an annual 
authorized tim ber consum ption o f 100 000 cubic m etres or le s s .”

c. F-4.i, 11. The said A ct is am ended by inserting, after section  58.1, the
II'3 8âdded follow ing sections:

consultation “58.2 The agreem ent holder shall, during th e period prescribed  
in section  58.1 and in accordance w ith  the procedure estab lished  by  
the M inister, consult th e persons or groups who applied therefor in 
th e  first 20 days of th at period. The application for consultation m ust 
be m ade in w riting, g ive  reasons and sta te  the in terest o f the applicant 
in th e forest to  which th e plan applies.

Document The agreem ent holder shall send a docum ent to  th e M inister  
se ttin g  out th e com m ents received  during the consultation and the  
action he intends to  take in consequence.

Consultation The agreem ent holder shall, regard less of any application, consult
th e regional county m unicipality concerned.

Dispute “58.3 In th e case o f a dispute b etw een  an agreem ent holder and
a person or group referred  to  in section  58.2, the M inister m ay appoint
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e. F-4.1, 
s. 76, am.

c. F-4.1, 
s. 82, am.

c. F-4.1, 
s. 86, am.

c. F-4.1, 
ss. 92.0.1 
and 92.0.2, 
added
Harvesting
during
subsequent
years

Restriction

Authoriza­
tion to 
harvest for 
silvicultural 
treatments

c. F-4.1, 
s. 96.1, 
added

Special
forest
management
plan

a conciliator, who shall m ake recom m endations to  him  w ithin ten  days 
follow ing th e appointm ent.”

1 2 .  Section  76 o f th e said A ct is  am ended by  insertin g  th e w ords 
“pursuant to  section  62” after th e word “holder” in th e second line of 
th e first paragraph.

13. Section  82 o f th e said A ct is am ended by adding, after  
subparagraph 4 o f the first paragraph, th e  follow ing subparagraph :

“(5) if  th e wood processing plant operated by th e  agreem ent 
holder has not been in operation for one-and-a-half y ea rs.”

14. Section  8 6  o f  the said A ct is am ended by insertin g  th e  w ords 
“or up to  th e  volum e increased pursuant to  section  92 .0 .1” after the  
w ord “agreem ent” in th e  fourth line o f th e first paragraph.

15. The said A ct is  am ended by inserting, after section  92, th e  
following sections:

“92.0.1 W here, for a particular year, an agreem ent holder does  
not harvest the full volum e o f tim ber allocated under his agreem ent, 
he m ay do so during the subsequent years preced ing th e  end o f th e  
five-year period referred to  in section  77 after having subtracted th e  
volum es harvested  in his forest m anagem ent unit under section  92.1.

In all cases, the volum e harvested  by th e  agreem ent holder shall 
not exceed  the volum e allocated for the year during which harvesting  
takes place, increased by 15 %, and such an increase shall be 
authorized only w hen  th e agreem ent holder has harvested  th e full 
volum e allocated to  him for th e current year.

“92.0.2 W here an agreem ent holder, to  carry out the  
silvicultural treatm en ts indicated in his forest m anagem ent perm it, 
m ust harvest tim ber of a species or group of species or tim ber destined  
for other u ses that is not allocated to  him by agreem ent, and w here  
such tim ber cannot be used at the wood processing plant o f an 
agreem ent holder w hose agreem ent is carried out in th e sam e common  
area, the M inister, on th e conditions he determ ines, m ay authorize 
th e agreem ent holder to harvest such tim ber and to  send it to  the  
holder o f a wood processing plant operating p erm it.”

16. The said A ct is am ended by inserting, a fter section 96, the  
following section:

“96.1 W here substantial destruction has been caused to tim ber  
stands in a forest area by natural d isasters, or w here a forest area
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Failure to 
comply

Financial
assistance

c. F-4.1, 
s. 97, am.

c. F-4.1, 
Title I, 
Chap. IV,
Div. II,
heading,
replaced

c. F-4.1, 
s. 102, 
replaced

Contract

c. F-4.1, 
s. 104, 
replaced

Stipulations

is required for a hydroelectric developm ent and designated  for that 
purpose by  order of th e G overnm ent, th e M inister shall prepare and 
adm inister a special forest m anagem ent plan, notw ithstanding  
sections 25, 27 and 171, for such period and on such conditions as he  
m ay determ ine, to  ensure wood salvage.

E v ery  contractor under a forest m anagem ent contract referred  
to  in section  1 0 2  w ho carries out a contract in  th e  forest area shall 
com ply w ith  th e special plan. U pon his failure to  com ply, the volum e 
of tim ber allocated in th e  contract shall be reduced by  th e  volum e he 
is required to sa lvage under th e special plan.

F or the im plem entation o f a special plan, th e M inister m ay grant 
financial assistance to  any contractor or any person to  w hom  he 
entru sts th e carrying out o f forest m anagem ent activ ities w ho applies 
therefor in w riting. Such assistance m ay be in th e  form  o f a  cred it on 
the dues payable under th is A ct by  such contractor or p erson .”

1 7 . Section 97 o f the said A ct is  am ended by  in sertin g  th e  word  
“forest” after th e w ords “under a” in th e first line o f th e  third  
paragraph.

1 8 .  The heading o f D ivision II o f Chapter IV  o f  T itle  I o f  th e  said  
A ct is replaced by th e follow ing heading:

“ f o r e s t  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n t r a c t s ” .

19. Section 102 o f th e  said A ct is  replaced b y  th e follow ing
section  :

“102. The M inister m ay, on such conditions as he m ay  
determ ine, en ter  into a  contract by w hich he en tru sts a person w ith  
th e m anagem ent of forest areas to  prom ote economic develop m ent.”

20. Section  104 o f th e  said A ct is  replaced b y  th e  follow ing
section  :

“104. The contract shall stipu late, in particular,

( 1 ) in cases w here th e contractor is  a local m unicipality, th e  form, 
content and conditions o f approval o f th e  forest m anagem ent plan, th e  
form and content o f th e reports o f activ ities to  be provided and th e  
use th e contractor intends to m ake o f th e  incom e gen erated  b y  the  
carrying out o f th e activ ities provided for in th e forest m anagem ent 
plan;
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“local
munici­
pality”

c. F-4.1, 
s. 105, 
French text, 
am.

c. F-4.1, 
s. 105.1, 
added

Provisions
applicable

c. F-4.1, 
s. 106, am.

Dues

Exception

c. F-4.1, 
s. 119, 
repealed 
c. F-4.1, 
s. 124, am.

c. F-4.1, 
s. 124.1, 
added

(2 ) in other cases, the form, content and conditions of approval 
of th e forest m anagem ent plan, the form and content of th e reports  
of activ ities to  be provided, th e destination of th e harvested  tim ber  
and the conditions governing th e m arketing of th e harvested  tim ber.

F or the purposes of th is division and section  124, th e w ords “local 
m unicipality” do not include a local m unicipality referred to  in section  
8  o f the A ct resp ectin g  municipal territorial organization (R .S .Q ., 
chapter 0 -9 ) .”

21. The French te x t  o f section  105 o f th e said A ct is  am ended  
by replacing the w ords “de gestion ” in th e  first line by  th e  w ords 
“d’am énagem ent forestier”.

22. The said A ct is am ended by inserting, a fter section  105, th e  
follow ing section  :

“105.1 The provisions o f sections 25.1 to  25.3  apply, adapted  
as required, to  contractors under a forest m anagem ent contract.”

23. Section  106 o f th e said A ct is  am ended

( 1 ) by  replacing th e  w ord “m ethod” in th e  second line o f th e  
second paragraph by  th e word “standards” ;

(2 ) by adding, at th e end, th e follow ing paragraphs:

“The dues payable by  th e  contractor shall be paid in m oney or 
in silvicultural treatm ents in accordance w ith  sections 73.1 to  73.3, 
adapted as required.

The provisions o f th is section do not apply in cases w h ere th e  
contractor is a local m unicipality.”

24. Section 119 of the said A ct is repealed.

25. Section 124 o f th e said A ct is am ended

(1 ) by inserting  th e word “forest” after th e w ords “into a” in the  
first line o f paragraph 2  ;

(2 ) by adding, at the end of paragraph 2 , the w ords “, w ith  the  
exception o f a local m unicipality”.

26. The said A ct is am ended by inserting, after section 124, the  
following section:
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Repayment 
of financial 
assistance

c. F-4.1, 
s. 165, am.

c. F-4.1, 
s. 168, am.

c. F-4.1, 
s. 171, am.

c. F-4.1, 
s. 172, am.

“124.1 The M inister m ay require a person to  repay all or part 
of th e  financial assistance received  under section  118 for developm ent 
w ork in a forest area w here, through that person’s act or om ission, 
total or partial destruction o f th e work occurred in th e five years  
follow ing th e granting o f the financial a ssistan ce.”

27. Section 165 o f th e  said A ct is  am ended by replacing th e  
w ords “annual tim ber consum ption authorized for th e various spec ies” 
in th e first and second lines o f the second paragraph by  th e w ords 
“class o f annual tim ber consum ption authorized for th e various species  
or groups o f species, as established by regulation”.

28. Section 168 o f the said A ct is am ended

(1 ) by  strik ing out the last sen tence o f th e  first paragraph;

(2 ) by replacing th e w ords “a certified copy o f th e  part o f  the  
reg ister  covering th e period from th e  preced ing 1 A pril to  31 March 
to  the M inister” in th e first, second and third lines o f th e second  
paragraph by th e w ords “to  th e  M inister a  certified  copy o f th e  part 
of th e  reg ister  covering th e period corresponding to  th e  calendar year  
in cases w h ere th e perm it holder is a natural person, and to  th e  last 
com plete fiscal year in all other ca ses”.

29. Section  171 o f th e said A ct is  am ended by adding, a t th e  end  
o f the first paragraph, th e follow ing subparagraph:

“(9) th e  protection of forest regen eration .”

30. Section  172 o f th e said A ct is am ended

(1) by replacing paragraph 4 by th e follow ing paragraph:

“(4) estab lish  th e scaling standards for tim ber harvested  in 
forests in th e public domain, which include, in addition to  the  
techn iques for scaling and sam pling cut tim ber, th e  place w h ere  
scaling m ust take place, th e  tim e lim its for scaling the tim ber and 
reporting to -th e M inister, th e tim e lim its for verify in g  scaling, the  
content o f th e applications and other form s estab lished  by  the M inister  
and th e procedure for com pleting th e form s and sending them  to  the  
M inister;” ;

(2 ) by inserting  th e w ords “, th e classes o f annual tim ber  
consum ption authorized” after the word “renew al” in th e third line  
of paragraph 17.
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c. F-4.i ,  31. The said A ct is am ended by  inserting, a fter section  175, the
lnd1?75°o12, follow ing sections :
added
contraven- “175.0.1 E v ery  person who contravenes section  32 is liable to 
tion a fine of $500 to  $10 000.

Restoration On finding a defendant gu ilty  o f an offence under that section , 
of site th e judge m ay order him to  restore th e site  at his own exp en se , w ithin  

th e tim e and on th e conditions fixed by the judge.

Prior notice Prior notice o f the application for an order shall be g iven  by  the  
prosecutor to  th e defendant, excep t w h ere th e  parties are in th e  
presence o f the judge.

contraven- “175.0.2 E v ery  person w ho contravenes section  34 is  liable to  
tion a fine o f $600 to  $ 6  0 0 0 . ”

c. f -4.1, 3 2 . Section 176 of the said Act is amended by replacing the
s. 176, am. “1 3 9 ” jn the second line by the figure “140”.

c. F - u ,  33. Section  182 o f th e  said A ct is  am ended by  strik ing out th e
s. 182, am. g g u re “i  ” jn th e  second line, and by strik ing out th e  w ords “from  th e  

sixth  day after th e  sending  to  th e offender by  an authorized  
rep resen tative  o f th e  M inister o f a notice enjoining him  to  com ply w ith  
th e applicable ru les” in th e  third, fourth and fifth lines.

c. f -4.1, 34. Section  183 of th e  said A ct is  am ended b y  replacing th e
s. i83, am. wor(js «a standard o f forest m anagem ent prescribed under paragraphs 

2, 7 or 8 o f section  171 or contravenes section 207” in the first, second 
and third lines by  th e  w ords “section  28.2 or a standard o f forest 
m anagem ent prescribed under paragraph 1, 2, 7 or 8 o f section  171”.

c. F-4.i, 35. The said A ct is  am ended by  inserting , a fter section  183, the
add!d1 ’ following section  :

contraven- “183.1 E v ery  person who contravenes a standard o f forest 
management manaSem ent Pr escribed under paragraph 9 o f section  171 is  liable to  
standard a fine of $10 to  $50 per hectare and, for a subsequent offence, to  a fine 

of $ 2 0  to $ 1 0 0  p er h ectare .”

c. F-4.i ,  36. The said A ct is  am ended by inserting , a fter section  184.1,
added'2, following section  :

Hindering “184.2 Every person who hinders the work of a person 
designated under this Act who is acting in his official capacity commits 
an offence and is liable to a fine of $100 to $1 000.”
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c. F-4.1,
s. 207, 
renumbered
Existing
contracts

Renewal of 
sugar bush 
permit

c. P-25 and 
1980, c. 8, 
repealed

1992, c. 57, 
s. 586, am.

Coming into 
force

37. Section 207 o f the said A ct is renum bered 28.2.

38. M anagem ent contracts entered  into under section  102 o f the  
F orest A ct as it read on 12 D ecem ber 1993 shall rem ain in force until 
th ey  expire, and th e contractors m ay, until that date, perform  the  
activ ities authorized by  such contracts, subject to th is A ct or the  
regulations thereunder.

39. The holder o f a sugar bush m anagem ent perm it issued  by  
the M inister before 13 D ecem ber 1993 is entitled  to ren ew  his perm it 
annually on th e conditions prescribed in section  16.2 o f the F o rest A ct  
as it read on 12 D ecem ber 1993, for a period of five years from the  
issue o f the perm it.

40. The follow ing A cts are repealed :

(1) th e A ct resp ectin g  the sa les price o f pulpwood sold by  farm ers 
(R .S .Q ., chapter P-25);

(2) th e A ct resp ectin g  the forestry  fund (1980, chapter 8 ).

4 1 .  Section  586 o f the A ct resp ectin g  th e im plem entation o f th e  
reform  o f th e Civil Code (1992, chapter 57) is  am ended b y  strik ing out 
paragraphs 2 to  5.

4 2 .  This A ct com es into force on 13 D ecem ber 1993, w ith  th e  
exception  o f section  2, which will com e into force on 1 January 1994 
and sections 27 and 30, which w ill com e into force on th e  date fixed  
b y  th e G overnm ent.
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