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An Act to amend the duties on fuel 
and alcoholic beverages and certain fiscal legislation

[Assented to 18 March 1982]

HER MAJESTY, with the advice and consent of the National 
Assembly of Québec, enacts as follows:

1. (1) Section 2 of the Retail Sales Tax Act (R.S.Q., chapter 
1-1), amended by section 1 of chapter 78 of the statutes of 1979, by 
section 12 of chapter 14 of the statutes of 1980 and by section 24 of 
chapter 12 of the statutes of 1981, is again amended

(1) by replacing paragraph 10 by the following paragraph:
“(10) “retail sale” means a sale for purposes other than exclu­

sively of resale, lease or sub-lease;”; and
(2) by adding, after paragraph 18, the following paragraph:
“(19) “beer” has the same meaning as in the Act respecting 

offences relating to alcoholic beverages (R.S.Q., chapter C-33).”
(2) Paragraph 1 of subsection 1 is declaratory except in 

respect of cases pending on 30 November 1981.

2. The said Act is amended by inserting, after section 12, the 
following sections:

“12.1 Notwithstanding section 6, the tax provided for in that 
section shall be computed, in the case of beer, on the average retail 
sales price per litre of beer.

Such average retail sales price is $1.40 per litre of beer.

“12.2 The average retail sales price mentioned in the second 
paragraph of section 12.1 shall be used to compute the tax pro­
vided for in section 6, until it is replaced by an average retail sales 
price that the Minister shall determine from time to time by means
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of a representative statistical sampling of the prices of beer sold in 
cases of 12 bottles of 341 millilitre capacity, excluding the tax pro­
vided for by this Act, in force in the beer retail outlets situated on 
the Island of Montréal.

Pubiica- “12.3 An average retail sales price determined by the Minis- 
ùon. ter in conformity with section 12.2 shall be published in the Gazette 

officielle du Québec and comes into force on the date stated 
therein; from such date, it replaces the price formerly in force.”

r .s .q ., c. 3. Section 17 of the said Act, amended by section 2 of chapter 
i-i, s. i7, 20 and section 3 of chapter 78 of the statutes of 1979, by section 13 

of chapter 14 of the statutes of 1980 and by section 25 of chapter 12 
of the statutes of 1981, is again amended by replacing

(1) paragraph e by the following paragraph:
“(e) Sales of tobacco; ”; and
(2) paragraph g by the following paragraph:

“(g) Sales of vitamins, decoctions and the vegetable sub­
stances used in preparing them, of foodstuffs and cider, excepting 
sales of candies and sales of beer except in taverns, alcohol, wines, 
spirits and aerated water to which essence or syrup has been 
added and the price of which is not fixed under the Meals and 
Hotels Tax Act (R .S.Q ., chapter T-3);” .

r .s .q ., c. 4. (1) Section 776.1 of the Taxation Act (R.S.Q., chapter 
776. î] 1-3), enacted by section 69 of chapter 13 of the statutes of 1980 and
replaced, replaced by section 10 of chapter 12 of the statutes of 1981, is again 

replaced by the following section:

Additional “776.1 An individual may deduct from his tax otherwise 
deduction, payable for a taxation year under this Part, computed after any 

other deduction allowed for the year under this Part, an amount 
equal to 3 % of the amount of that tax otherwise payable for the 
year.”

(2) This section applies to the taxation year 1982 and subse­
quent taxation years.

r .s .q ., c. 5 .  (1) The Licenses Act (R.S.Q., chapter L-3) is amended by 
^ , s- inserting, after section 16, the following section:
added.

Unlicensed ** 16.1 Every person operating a place of amusement or car-
operation. ryjng on an activity mentioned in this Act without holding a licence 

to that effect shall pay to the Minister of Revenue the same duties 
as if he were holding such licence.”
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(2) This section is declaratory, save as regards cases pending 
on 30 November 1981.

6 . The said Act is amended by inserting, after section 79.9, 
the following division and sections:

“DIVISION IV .2

“ RETAILERS OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES

“79.10 In this division,
(a) “retailer” means a person operating an establishment 

within the meaning of the Meals and Hotels Tax Act (R .S.Q ., chap­
ter T-3) who sells alcoholic beverages, and

(b) “supplier” means
i. the Société des alcools du Québec or
ii. a person holding a brewer’s permit issued under the Act 

respecting the Société des alcools du Québec (R.S.Q., chapter 
S-13).

“79.11 No person may be a retailer in Québec without 
obtaining a licence to that effect involving the following duties:

(a) $10 and,
(b) as regards any alcoholic beverage he acquires, except 

cider, 13.4% of the sales price in force at the supplier’s for wine or 
spirits and, for beer, of the average retail sales price per litre in 
force at that time, as determined in conformity with the Retail 
Sales Tax Act (R.S.Q., chapter 1-1).

“79.12 No person may obtain a retailer’s licence unless he is 
already the holder of the appropriate permit issued under the Act 
respecting liquor permits (1979, chapter 71).

“79.13 Notwithstanding sections 4, 7 and 9, a licence issued 
under this division remains in force until its holder surrenders it to 
the Minister of Revenue or the latter suspends or cancels it.

“79.14 The duty of $10 provided for in paragraph a of section 
79.11 must be paid to the Minister of Revenue upon the application 
for a licence.

The duties provided for in paragraph b of that section are pay­
able by the retailer to the supplier, directly or through the author­
ized agent of the latter, each time the retailer buys beer, wine or 
spirits.
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Collection. “79.15 A  supplier shall collect the duties provided for in par­
agraph b of section 79.11 each time he sells beer, wine or spirits 
intended for resale by a retailer.

Mandatary The supplier then acts as the mandatary of the Minister of 
Minister. Revenue. Not later than the fifteenth day of each month, he shall 

hand over to the Minister the duties collected during the preceding 
month and, at the same time, submit a report to him in such man­
ner as the latter specifies, even if no duty has been collected.

obiiga- As a mandatary, the supplier is subject to the same obliga-
tions- tions and penalties as a mandatary under the Retail Sales Tax Act.

offence “79.16 Every person referred to in section 79.11 who does 
“ typen" not hold a licence in force is guilty of an offence and is liable to a 

fine equal to twice the duties payable under this division.

offence “79.17 A retailer who acquires, within the scope of his oper- 
™typen‘ ations under his retailer’s licence, alcoholic beverages, except 

cider, from a person other than a supplier or his authorized agent 
is guilty of an offence and is liable, in addition to the payment of 
the duties and any other penalty provided for by this Act, to a fine 
of not less than $300 nor more than $2 000, and for any subsequent 
offence, of not less than $1 000 nor more than $5 000; in the latter 
case, the court may, in addition to the fine and costs, condemn the 
offender to imprisonment for a maximum of three months.”

R.s.Q., c. 7. Section 37 of the Act respecting the Société des alcools du 
fm 3' s 37’ Québec (R.S.Q ., chapter S-13), amended by section 168 of chapter 

71 of the statutes of 1979, is again amended by striking out para­
graph d.

r .  s .q ., c. 8 .  Section 2 of the Fuel Tax Act (R.S.Q., chapter T-l), 
tu, s. 2, repiace(j by section 5 of chapter 78 of the statutes of 1979 and by

paragraph 3 of section 1 of chapter 14 of the statutes of 1980, is 
amended by replacing the first paragraph by the following 
paragraph:

Fuel tax. “2. Every person who in any way acquires in Québec one of 
the categories of fuel mentioned in section 4 for purposes other 
than resale shall pay to the Minister, on each litre, a tax equal to 
40% of the average retail price per litre of that fuel. Such tax is, 
however, reduced by the amounts determined by regulation when 
the fuel is delivered to the purchaser by a person in the manner 
and in the border regions of Québec prescribed by regulation.”

1979, c. 7i, 9. (1) Section 159 of the Act respecting liquor permits (1979,
s. i59, am. chapter 71) is amended by adding the following paragraph:
Reguia- “However, Sections I and n of Part II of the regulations 
tl0ns' adopted by Order in Council 2658 of 28 July 1971, as amended to 31

7 9



1982 Fuel and alcoholic beverages C h a p . 4

1979, c. 71, 
s. 172.2, 
added.

Tax on 
wine.

Coming 
into force.

May 1980, remain in force until 17 November 1981. From 18 
November 1981, they are repealed with the exception of the first 
paragraph of subsection 4 and subsections 5, 6 and 7 of the said 
Section n which remain in force until they are repealed or replaced 
in accordance with the Act respecting the Société des alcools du 
Québec (R.S.Q., chapter S-13).”

(2) This section has effect from 1 June 1980.

10. (1) The said Act is amended by inserting, after section 
172.1, the following section:

“172.2 In addition to the costs and duties payable under this 
Act, the holder of a brewer’s permit shall pay a duty equal to 
13.4% of the value of the wine on tap he buys for the purposes of 
resale; such additional duty shall be collected by the Société des 
alcools du Québec.”

(2) This section applies to the period beginning on 15 October 
1980 and ending on 17 November 1981.

11. This Act comes into force on the day of its sanction and, 
subject to subsection 2 of each of sections 1, 4, 5, 9 and 10, has 
effect from 18 November 1981.
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